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I n the last chapter you learned that a food chain is a 

relationship between species that use each other for food.  

Each organism is linked together into a òchainó because 

nutrients are passed from one organism to another é 

 

Remember the sentence... 
 

Everything in the world 

is connected together 

because: 

Every living 
organism is 

food for 
another 

organism! 
 

You also discovered that food chains have a very large 

problem... 
 

Food chains donĕt show 
everything an organism can eat! 
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Letĕs look back at the food chain from last 
chapter: 

 

As you learned in the last chapter , the animals in this food 

chain eat many, many, many more things in their life than 

what is in this picture!  

 

So...this food chain does 

not show you what a snake, 

a bird, or a grasshopper 

can eat!  

 

Food chains 
can never 
show you 

everything an organism can eat! 
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Therefore , I give you:  

 

 

 

 

Think of a food web as a lot of  food chains grouped 

together!   

 
 
Letĕs take a 
look at this 
food web 
from a 
grassland 
biome and see 
what we can 
find... 
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Within a habitat, each species within a food web may be 

inside several different food chains!  This supports the fact 

that...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now hereĕs a chance to review a lot of what 
you have learned in the past several weeks... 

 

In all food webs, plants pro vide most of the food  to the 

organisms!  But a lot of different kinds of organisms can eat 

plants.  Fungi, archaebacteria, eubacteria, protists and 

animals can all  eat plants.  

 

Do any of these organisms sound familiar to you?  They 

should, since they are a ll different kingdoms of life!  That 

means that in every food web, you could find different 

kinds of animals from all of the kingdoms!   
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Now for some more review... 
 

Food webs exist wherever you can find living organisms.   

So if you look in...  

 

Tundras 
Coniferous Forests 
Deciduous Forests 

Tropical Rain Forests 

Grasslands 
Aquatic areas 

 or Deserts 

 

...you would find very large food webs that connect all of 

the different species in that area!   Thatõs right ï all of the 

biomes have large food webs inside th em! 
 

Donõt forget that every living organism is food for another 

organism! 
 

Scientists sometimes call carnivores (animals that eat other 

animals for food) predators  (òpread-ah-torzó). Predators get 

their nu trients by 

eating other animals.  

The animal being 

eaten by a predator 

is known as their 

prey .  
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Most predators are larger than their prey.  They have body 

parts that may help the m see far distances, run fast or  

smell their prey from far away!  

 

In addition, most 

prey have body parts 

that help them 

defen d themselves 

from predators.  

Some have very good 

senses which help 

them notice a 

predator before it 

attacks.  Others are very fast, which is helpful when you 

are trying to outrun a predator.  Some animals have special 

traits  that help them survive.  Skunks, for example, have a 

powerful odo r they can spray  on predators to keep them 

away!  

 

You might be thinking that without predators, the prey 

could live a long and happy life, right?  

 

Nope! 


