
WWaallkkiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  wwaatteerr  ccyyccllee  
  
Children will describe the movement of water within the water cycle 
with this activity. 
 

mmaatteerriiaallss:: 

one set of water cycle posters (provided) 
9 cubes (patterns provided) 
Water cycle table (provided) 
 

AAccttiivviittyy:::::::: 
  

PPllaaccee  tthhee  nniinnee  wwaatteerr  ccyyccllee  ppoosstteerrss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccuubbeess  iinn  ddiiffffeerreenntt  aarreeaass  
aarroouunndd  yyoouurr  hhoommee..  
  
The child will need to pick one of the nine stations and write down the 
name of the station (Clouds, Plants, Animals, Rivers, Oceans, lakes, 
Ground Water, Soil, or Glaciers) on their paper. 
 
The child will then roll the die and proceed to the station number that 
it signifies.  If the child rolls the station number that he/she is 
currently at, they are to write down the name of that station once 
again. 
 
In essence, a roll of the die determines where water will travel during 
this journey.  Have the child roll a total of ten dice and record their 
path.  Then, have them start over at the same station and go through 
another ten steps.  It is unlikely that the child will record the same 
path! 
 
After going through two complete journeys, provide the water cycle 
table (provided) and instruct the child to write their journey through 
the environment.  Have them identify any cycles they may have 
encountered. 
  

EExxppllaannaattiioonn::  

The path of water throughout the environment is variable.  While 
changing between solid, liquid and gaseous forms, water moves 
through the earth, the atmosphere and living creatures.  Without 
water, life would not exist. 



WWAATTEERR  CCYYCCLLEE  TTAABBLLEE  
STATION DIE SIDE LABELS  EXPLANATION  

Soil  

one side plant  Water is absorbed by plant roots.  
one side river  The soil is saturated, so water runs off into a river.  
one side ground water  Water is pulled by gravity; it filters into the soil.  
two sides clouds  Heat energy is added to the water, so the water evaporates and goes to the clouds.  
one side stay  Water remains on the surface (perhaps in a puddle, or adhering to a soil particle).  

Plant  
four sides clouds  Water leaves the plant through the process of transpiration.  
two sides stay  Water is used by the plant and stays in the cells.  

River  

one side lake  Water flows into a lake.  
one side ground water  Water is pulled by gravity; it filters into the soil.  
one side ocean  Water flows into the ocean.  
one side animal  An animal drinks water.  
one side clouds  Heat energy is added to the water, so the water evaporates and goes to the clouds.  
one side stay  Water remains in the current of the river.  

Clouds  

one side soil  Water condenses and falls on soil.  
one side glacier  Water condenses and falls as snow onto a glacier.  
one side lake  Water condenses and falls into a lake.  
two sides ocean  Water condenses and falls into the ocean.  
one side stay  Water remains as a water droplet clinging to a dust particle.  

Ocean  
two sides clouds  Heat energy is added to the water, so the water evaporates and goes to the clouds.  
four sides stay  Water remains in the ocean.  

Lake  

one side ground water  Water is pulled by gravity; it filters into the soil.  
one side animal  An animal drinks water.  
one side river  Water flows into a river.  
one side clouds  Heat energy is added to the water, so the water evaporates and goes to the clouds.  
two sides stay  Water remains within the lake or estuary.  

Animal  
two sides soil  Water is excreted through feces and urine.  
three sides clouds  Water is respired or evaporated from the body.  
one side stay  Water is incorporated into the body.  

Ground 
Water  

one side river  Water filters into a river.  
two sides lake  Water filters into a lake.  
three sides stay  Water stays underground.  

Glacier  

one side ground water  Ice melts and water filters into the ground.  
one side clouds  Ice evaporates and water goes to the clouds (sublimation).  
one side river  Ice melts and water flows into a river.  
three sides stay  Ice stays frozen in the glacier.  



Clouds 
 

Cut out the pattern below 

 



plants 
 

Cut out the pattern below 

 



Animals 
 

Cut out the pattern below 
 

 



Rivers 
 

Cut out the pattern below 
 

 



Oceans 
 

Cut out the pattern below 
 

 



lakes 
 

Cut out the pattern below 
 

 



Ground 
Water 

  
 

Cut out the pattern below 
 

 



Soil 
 

Cut out the pattern below 
 

 



Glaciers 
 

Cut out the pattern below 

 
 


