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WWeeeekk 2200::
CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn eeffffoorrttss
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DDaayy oonnee
Today, you and your child will:

1. Read the text
2. review the text with your child
3. complete the student worksheets
4. find the materials you will need for days two and three

During your review, The following list will
give you the most important parts of your

child’s reading for this week.

All organisms cause changes in the environment where they live. Some
of these changes are detrimental to the organism or other organisms,
whereas others are beneficial.

Humans depend on their natural and constructed environments. Humans
change environments in ways that can be either beneficial or
detrimental for themselves and other organisms.

Individuals who work in the field of conservation try to help preserve
our natural resources through their involvement with: hunting/fishing
programs, restoring damaged habitats, educating people about good
use of their land and releasing organisms into the environment.
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Definitions:

Conservation the protection and careful use of
resources and the environment

reintroduction Relocating organisms back into
their habitats

Sample Questions to ask after your child
finishes their reading for day one:

What is one simple thing you can do to help you and others
from getting sick?

Wash your hands!!!

Should hunters be allowed to kill more animals than are
being born each year?

No. conservation agents try to limit hunters from only killing a small
portion of the animals every year. In addition, the number of animals taken
by hunting should never be larger than the number of animals being born!

What is it called to relocate organisms back into their
habitats?

reintroduction
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AAnnsswweerrss ttoo wwoorrkksshheeeett qquueessttiioonnss ffoorr
wweeeekk 2200::

Page One:
reintroduction means relocating organisms back into their habitats.

Page Two:

1. B
2. A
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. a
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Unit five review
Answer key

find the producers, herbivores, carnivores, prey
and consumers In the picture. List them below.

Producers Herbivores Carnivores Prey Consumers

Grass Grasshopper Snake Grasshopper Grasshopper

Bird Snake Snake

Bird

Is this picture showing you a food chain or a food
web?

This is a picture of a food chain.
What is the difference between a food chain and a
food web?

A food web is a collection of two or more food chains put
together.

be certain to go over your definitions for the test!!!
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DDaayy ttwwoo
Today, you and your child will:

1. review day one using the following text
2. run the activity: “The purple chickens of nooka nooka

island”

The following list will give you the most
important items to review for your activity

today!

Large lists of endangered organisms exist and are currently being
monitored while under protection from the law.

Several organizations exist that attempt to solicit assistance to
protect certain individual species.

Individuals can act locally to protect organisms that may not be
found in their immediate habitat.
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The purple chickens of nooka nooka island
This lighthearted activity will allow the child to create a visual story
about a made-up endangered species.

Materials:
Story cards (see attached)
Paper
Pencils/pens/crayons/markers

Activity:
Explain to the child that sometimes a species in the United States gets in
danger of becoming extinct. When scientists decide that a plant or
animal is in danger of this happening, they speak with a part of the US
government called the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services.

If the government believes what the scientists have to say about this
plant or animal, the organism is put on the Endangered Species List.
This means that nobody can hurt or destroy the organism or its
habitat!

Thanks to the Endangered Species Act, animals like the bald eagle have
grown from a few organisms to several thousands of eagles!

In today’s activity, the child will be drawing a picture about a made-up
endangered species.

You or your child can read the story cards at this time. The child is to
draw one picture for each card.
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part One: Here’s the story...
You and your friends are on a boat in a huge lake while you are on
vacation. A storm is storm is coming in very fast and you do not think
you have enough time to make it back to shore. Luckily, there is a small
island nearby. You decide to take your boat to the island and wait
until the storm passes over you.

Draw a picture of the storm and the island

part two: Here’s the story...
All of you find a small cave that keeps you dry and safe during the
storm. Once the rain stops falling, you decide to explore this island.
There are no people living on this island, but there are a lot of plants,
bugs and birds. Suddenly, you hear a loud noise coming from a large
bush nearby. You run over to see what it could be...

Draw a picture of the cave and the organisms you see

part three: Here’s the story...
To your surprise, it is a flying purple chicken! It looks like a normal
chicken except for a couple of things. First, it has much larger wings
that helps it fly from tree to tree! And, all of its feathers are purple
in color. You quickly make a drawing of the chicken and describe it.
The chicken flies off and you all head back to your boat.

Draw a picture of the flying purple chicken

part four: Here’s the story...
You show your drawing and your description of the flying purple
chicken to the famous scientist Dr. I.M. Smart. She is very excited about
your discovery because you have found the famous “purple chicken of
nooka nooka island.” This bird was thought to be extinct for many
years. Dr. Smart travels to the island where she sees 12 more purple
chickens. She captures one for study. You begin a club called the
“friends of the flying purple chicken” and everyone in town joins. The
local television news shows up and puts all of you on TV.

Design a poster for the friends of the flying purple chicken
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part five: Here’s the story...
Since everyone knows about the flying purple chicken, they all want a
chance to see this organism on nooka nooka island. Thousands of
people start traveling to the island. You and Dr. smart are worried
that all these people may destroy the chicken’s habitat. Restaurants
and tour groups are starting to open up all over the island and tour
boats take people back and forth 10 times a day. This many people on a
small island can cause some problems!

Draw a picture of the new stuff for sale on the island

part six: Here’s the story...
DR. Smart invites you to speak with the U.s. Fish and wildlife services.
You and Dr. smart tell the people that the purple chickens of nooka
nooka island are in danger of being extinct. You ask for this organism
to be placed on the endangered species list. After a few days, they
agree and the chickens are placed on the list!

Since the chickens are protected under the law, the only people who
now live on the island are scientists. The restaurants have been closed
and only one boat a day goes back and forth to the island. Visitors
who come to the island take tours led by scientists, but they can only
take pictures during their visit.

Because of your effort, happy purple chickens fly all over nooka
nooka island.

Draw a picture of life on Nooka Nooka island
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DDaayy tthhrreeee
Today, you and your child will:

1. review day one using the following text
2.run the activity: “a mammoth problem”

The following list will give you the most
important items to review for your activity

today!

The natural trials of survival affect the population of any species.

This simulation identifies the fact that despite there being a few ways
to remain alive within a habitat, there are many more ways for one not
to survive or to increase the size of the population
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Esp activity: A mammoth problem
Students will simulate the lifespan of a herd of wooly mammoths.

materials:
Pencil
Typing/notebook paper
20 SMALL OBJECTS (I.E. BUTTONS, BEANS, COINS, ETC...)
MAMMOTH cards (see attached)

Activity:
You will begin this activity with an imaginary 20 mammoths in your
herd.

Shuffle the cards and place them face down on the table. The student
will choose one card and read the action to be taken. Three choices
exist on the cards: one mammoth may perish, give birth or survive for
one year. In any case, the student will need to subtract one
mammoth, add one mammoth or keep the number of mammoths within
the herd the same, respectively.

Replace the card, shuffle and repeat this procedure for a total of five
turns (years), recording the number of mammoths that remain within
the herd.

Increase the number of turns (years) for experimentation.
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Explanation:
Although no definite answer exists to explain the demise of the wooly
mammoth, several factors may have played a part. This simulation is
intended to provide an overly simplistic lifespan to a herd of animals
undergoing natural trials of survival. The odds are stacked against
the mammoth, with a majority of the cards indicating their demise, two
cards which sustain the herd’s numbers and one increasing the
population of the herd.

Independent variable: Number of years
dependent variable: Number of mammoths
hypothesis:

If the number of years is (increased/decreased), then the number of
mammoths will (increase/decrease).
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MMAAMMMMOOTTHH CCAARRDDSS
CUT THEM OUT!!!

STARVATION
SUBTRACT ONE MAMMOTH

BABY CALF BORN
ADD ONE MAMMOTH

KILLED BY ANIMALS
SUBTRACT ONE MAMMOTH

DEATH BY NATURAL
CAUSES

SUBTRACT ONE MAMMOTH

MAMMOTH
SURVIVES THE YEAR

HERD REMAINS THE SAME

MAMMOTH
SURVIVES THE YEAR

HERD REMAINS THE SAME
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Unit five test
Match the words in the first column to the best available answer in the
second column.

_____ producers 1. a sickness

_____ herbivores
2. the protection and careful use of

resources and the environment

_____ conservation
3. a relationship between species that

use each other for food

_____ population
density

4. A time when lots of people go
hungry and don't have enough
food to eat

_____ Food chain
5. relocating organisms back into

their habitat

_____ Carrying
capacity

6. animals that get all of their
nutrients by eating (or consuming)
other organisms

_____ prey
7. these animals only eat plants to

get their nutrients

_____ consumers
8. autotrophic organisms that

produce their own food

_____ Famine
9. a balance of predators and prey in

a habitat

_____ Food web
10. a scientific way of saying “the

number of individuals of a species
in a certain area”

_____ Reintroduction
11. animals that are eaten by

predators

_____ disease
12. a group of food chains linked

together
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which one is right? Circle the correct answer.
1. in a food chain, the omnivores...

a. eat plants for their nutrients
b. eat animals for their nutrients
c. eat both plants and animals for their nutrients

2. food webs are different from food chains because:
a. a group of food chains make up one food web
b. a group of food webs make up one food chain
c. food webs are too simple

3. food webs can be found in:
a. tundra and deserts
b. all biomes
c. forests and grasslands

4. if the population density of an organism gets bigger...
a. the resources in the habitat will go down
b. the resources in the habitat will go up
c. the resources in the habitat will stay the same

5. disease can be spread by...
a. viruses
b. bacteria
c. bacteria and viruses

6. carrying capacity is studied by people who work in...
a. biodiversity
b. conservation
c. reintroduction
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you are a part of a food web since you need
other organisms to survive. Describe this

food web BELOW. YOU MUST use the following
words IN YOUR DESCRIPTION:

PRODUCERS
CONSUMERS
HERBIVORES

PREY
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Unit five test
Answer key

Matching
8 producers
7 herbivores
2 conservation
10 population density
3 Food chain
9 Carrying capacity
11 prey
6 consumers
4 Famine
12 Food web
5 Reintroduction
1 disease

multiple choice

1. c
2. a
3. b
4. a
5. c
6. b

write a story...

answers will vary. However, the child must use the words
producers, consumers, herbivores and prey within their description
of their food web.


